[New treatment strategies for intraventricular hemorrhage].
The presence of additional intraventricular hemorrhage (IVH) in patients with intracerebral hemorrhage (ICH) is associated with a much higher mortality and worse functional outcome. Although evidence-based specific treatment options for this entity are still lacking, knowledge about the pathophysiology of IVH has grown in recent decades, leading to the development of promising treatment strategies. Intraventricular fibrinolysis (IVF) accelerates IVH resolution and removal from the ventricular system. The additional usage of lumbar drains probably reduces the incidence of permanent posthemorrhagic hydrocephalus. The influence of these treatment modalities on functional outcome is currently being investigated in ongoing studies. The present article gives an overview of pathophysiological and clinical aspects of IVH, emphasizing novel treatment options.